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GOOD PEOPLE 
OF Mes «2M 
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, 


THE HUMBLE 


AD DRI 


DANIEL DITTINGEN, &c. 


FzLLow SUBJECTS and Fx i Exns, 


HI LE the glorious Spirit of Liberty is 

| W daily exerted in Defence of the civil Rights of 
the People of theſe Kingdoms ; and begins to 
be happily aſſerted, by Men of the loweſt Claſs, not only, in 
London, Duzlix and other great Cities, but even, in 
the ſmaller Towns; ſuch as New-Caftie, Darby, &c. as 
you may read in the public Papers ; I hope it will not be 
reckoned impertinent in me, to offer to your Conſidera- 
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tion, fomewhat relating to the preſent State of your Mi- ED, 


ktary, and Naval Eftabliſhment, on the juſt Regulation 
and good Conduct of which, the Safety and Security of 
the civil Government, in an eſpecial manner, depends. 


I would not have it imagined, that I write with any 
degree of Prejudice, or Partiality upon this Subject. For, 
though I have been a Soldier, I never was, nor can be a 
Mercenas y. I preſume to take up the Pen, at this time, 
as I did the Sword, for my County; for the Honour 
and Intereſt, for the Defence and Security of the beſt 
Government in the World. And that I did, not when I 
might have wanton'd in caſe and idleneſs, in ſnugg Bar- 
racks, in times of Peace, when I might have cat the 
Bread of Idleneſs; but when foreign and domeſtic Ene- 
mies aſſailed our Country; the Mother and Narſe of Li- 
berty;, when moſt of Europe was ſet on Fire, and the de- 
ſtructive Flames were extended to our Nations. Then 
it was, that I gladly and cheerfully interpoſed my Might; 
I inſiſted under the Banner of Liberty, and eagerly ſought 
for Groxy, in defending the Liberty and Property, the 
' Keligion and Laws of my Couxrxv. 5 


Ix this I am by no Means ſingular: For, moſt of my 
late Fellow Soldiers, now, my fellow Sufferers, can ſay 
as much fot themſelves. 7 8 


Wx heartily congratulate our K INV and our Fellow- 

| fubjefts, as well, as all the Powers of Europe, that were 
concerned in the Event of the late War, that the End of 
our taking up Arms, Peace, was happily and honourably 
obtained, Though with due Concern we dread the pub- 
lie Fears about its Duration are but too well grounded, 
As it is not the firſt time, that that Faithleſs Power, 
which, under the evil Sanction of our own corrupt 571nt- 
Ary raiſed the general Commotions in Europe, as well, ay 
the late Rebellion, in Scotland; has, to fineſs and hide its 
Di.iſtreſs, made a lofty Parade, and pretended, or patched 
up 


˙ͤm - * 
up a Peace, till it recovered its Strength and found a fit 
Opportunity to breed new Diſturbances. 


W ſincerely applaud the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the 
Government, in reducing the Military Eſtabliſhment in 
general; we are very ſenſible, that nothing threatens the 
Liberties, they are raiſed to defend, more than an ill diſ- 
ciplined, or ill inſtructed Land Army. And that it ſhould * 
never be permitted to be too numerous, at any time; 
eſpecially in Peace: For, it certainly ſhould not be allow- 
ed to exceed the Number barely requiſite for ſupporting 
the civil Power, in a Nation, where ſome Diſaffection to 


the Eſtabliſhment, yet, unhappily, prevails. 


Bur, at the ſame time, I believe every thinking Per- 
fon will judge. That the Ox is not to be muzzeled, while 
he treads, nor after he has trodden the Corn, That the 
Labourer is, not only worthy of his Hire; but that ſome 
Proviſion ſhould be made for him, who bore the 1 oil and 
Heat of the Day. Eſpecially when he quit his ſettled - 

Reſidence and former Method of living, expoſed himſelf 
to all future Riſques and Hazards, to provide for the 
Exigencies of his Country! ens | 


T aM but one of many thouſands of the Land and 
Naval Forces, already disbanded, or ſhortly to be diſ- 
banded, or reduced. I am, alſo, one of thoſe who, un- 
fortunately, deſcended from Parents, too proud, too 
vain, to breed me to any Trade. Theſe 1 diſcbliged, . 


buy inliſting in the Army; and my Father dying, in that 


Diſpleaſure, left me but a ſingle Shilling, of all his Ef- 
fects. I am thus, on every fide left forlorn. 1 have 
ſacrificed my litile ALL, preſent and future, for the Ser- 
vice of my Country. And, though my Officers have 
no Objection to me; I am now left deſtitute of all 
Means of getting an honeſt Livelihood, by being diſ- 


banded ;” and that at a Time too, when many, dees 
ave 
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have Trades, would gladly exchange with us, that are 
diſcharged ; but, for Reaſons beſt known to our Su- 
Periors, can not obtain that Favour for themſelves, or 


. for Us. | 


Yer, great as the Diſtreſſes may be, to which I am, 


or may be reduced, with many others of my Fellow- 


Sufferers, in the like Circumſtances; I declare, I do 


not make this Addreſs, more for my ſelf, or them, than 


I do for your Honour and Intereft, which is, though 
more remotely, as much concerned as our Welfare, 


Ir has ever been the Policy of every wiſe Govern- 
ment, to make ſome Proviſion for the Subſiſtance of 
their Soldiers; as well, after they had perfermed the 
Services, for which they were raiſed; as while they 
were actually in Arms: And the Governments, who 
have done ſo, never were, or could be under the Ne- 


ceſſity of impreſſing, forcing, or compelling Men, into 


the Service. The Men, who had been humanely treated 
upon the laſt, were ready upon the firſt call, to an- 
ſwer in the next Emergency: And no wonder, they 
had an Intereſt worth contending for, in their Country. 


They had Aſſurance of Liberty, and a comfortable Pro- 


viſion for a decent Sul ſiſtence; the moſt powerful Mo- 
tives to raiſe generous and brave Soldiers, in every 
Country. 


Ir this be juſt, judge whether, in common Policy, 
as well, as in Juſtice and Humanity, it is not incum- 
bent on you, to take ſome Care for the Subſiſtance of 
your d'sbanded and caſbiered Soldiers and Sailors, This 
You ought to do for your own ſake, if not for ours; 
for your own Honour, if you ſhould never want our 
Service again; and for your own Intereſt, if you ſhould. 
If due Regard be had to us, it may be reaſonably ex- 
pected, we {hall be ever ready to anſwer the Calls of 


our Country; whence yon may have Aſſurance, that 


what 


T8 
22 you 60 lay out upo on Us, is but an Farneftz for 
. ined Soldiers ed to take tlie Fieid, upon the 
firſt Emergency. But if we be contemptuouſly rejected, 
and inhumanly diſregarded ; beſides its being the Me- 
thod of making your Soldiers, mere Mercenaries, at 
any 'Time 55 which of us, can ever r be expected to inliſt 


again in t the Army? : 


Kt ri te aid! upon Juſt and ge- i 


nerous, not baſe, mercenary Principles; I hope it will 
not be judged Arrogance, to ſay, we think our ſelves 
intitled to a ſuitable Return from you, It is your 
Intereſt and Duty to keep this Spirit in the Soldier. 
was by this Means alone, your Anceſtors ſecured. 
you the Freedom, and the Ballance of Power, you 


no enjoy. 


WI beſeech | you | Hh while your Benevolence and 
Charity, fo ren. extends to all the indigent 
Objects of your Country, that thoſe who facrificed 
their little Settlements, and ran the Riſque of their 
oyn Safety, their Lives and Liberties, to ſecure yours, 
may not be excluded your humane Boſoms. 


ta * the few days Pay, allowed us, is PR 
in our Subliſtence, in the dt of the Inclemencies of 
the Winter, what muſt become of us? What ſhall we 

turn to? And if you love Mankind, or your Country, 
prevent the impending Miſeries of the disbanded Sol- 
diers, and caſhiered Sailors. O! let not the Britiſb, 
or Iriſh Soldiers honoured Name be profaned by begging, 
or by the ſcandalous and deteſtable Imputation 4 | 
Crimes ; to which Poverty and Self-Preſervation muſt. 
expoſe them] Can you do a greater, or better C 2 


Wr lock not fer ſuch a Proviſion, as may en able 
us to live in idleneſs: We are all willing and deſirous, 


and indeed wiſh for nothing more, than being put no 
u 
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ſuch methods of getting an honeſt Livelihood, by Labour 
and Induſtry, as we are found capable of, \teſpedtively, 
And what we hope for, from your iinbounded Ten- 
derneſs and Clemency, is no more, than ſupporting us, 


ell we may hope to obtain fuch Mears, 


nn OF - 163 4 

Tais we humbly apprehend you may dg, by {making 
à ſmall Collection, by Subſcription forfour immediate Sup- 
port, or by finding us fit Employment. We Land- men, 
in Trade and Labour at Land; and the Sailöts, by 
erecting Companies, which you may now do, with great 
Safety, under the Sanction of an Act of Parliament; and 
carrying on the Fiſheries on your Coaſts, by which you 
may greatly inrich your ſelves and your Country; keep 
up a Succeſſion of Sailors for the Navy, and prevent your 
Rivals in Trade, robbing you daily of your natural 'and 
proper Treaſure, the Fiſh on yaur Northern and 
Weitern Coaſts; which -is the moſt confiderable Fiſhery 
in the known World|; and a Trade, in which you are not 
yet, cramped by Great Britin. 


_ From what 1 have preſumed to offer, I hope you 
will be perſuaded, the Honour and Intereſt of my 
Country is more prevalent with me, than 'Self-Love: 
It is with all imaginable Deference and Submiſſion to 
your Humanity and Judgement, that theſe ſhort Hints? 

are offered to your Conſideration, by «© © ON 


Wour moſt faithful, 
; 4 . 

humble Servant. 
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Dan. Dettingen. 
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